PSNA Asks County To Require Developers Help Fund Regional Roadway Improvements -- October 2010
As reported previously, PSNA has been working for more than two years with Austin City, Travis County, and area developers in an attempt to obtain adequate funding for transportation improvements to occur along with, not after, the residential and commercial development.  The board has taken this approach in an attempt to influence growth rather than oppose growth outright, and to obtain better quality in the developments which come into our neighborhood.  For more information, see the links below.
On October 26, 2010 Travis County Commissioners Court discussed developments in our area.  The PSNA board sent a statement to the Commissioners Court which began by saying “Park Springs Neighborhood Association believes that Travis County Commissioners Court should now adopt a legally binding mechanism to require developers to provide funding for regional roadway improvements outside of their development which contribute to or benefit their development.”  

County staff used our statement to tell the Commissioners that residents wanted a binding “contract” from developers, and Tom West and John Williams presented our position and answered questions.  Although the Commissioners didn't take such action, they did at least discuss possible ways of doing so, such as a 'Public Improvement District' [PID].  So we’re encouraged that the issue is 'on the Commissioners radar'.  Also, the Commissioners asked for   --and received-- oral assurances from representatives of both developers present (Whisper Valley/Indian Hills and Wolf) that they would participate in such a funding arrangement.  Of course, we asked for more than an oral commitment, but at least this is a start.

Actual construction of buildings in these developments is still far in the future, and the developers will have to pass at least one more review by the county of their plans, which will give us another ‘checkpoint’ to insist that our concerns are being addressed.  In the meantime, we’ll be continuing our efforts and would welcome help from any member who would like to join the committee – to join, just contact Tom West.

