Statement of Park Springs Neighborhood Association regarding agenda items #9 and #12 October 26, 2010.

Park Springs Neighborhood Association believes that Travis County Commissioners Court should now adopt a legally binding mechanism to require developers to provide funding for regional roadway improvements outside of their development which contribute to or benefit their development.  Within the past year and a half or so, many developers in our area of eastern Travis County have expressed their willingness to do so; we believe the Commissioners Court should now take action to fulfill that potential and to require such participation in future developments.
When Austin City Council annexed and approved zoning for Whisper Valley and Indian Hills, the developer agreed to the following:
1.  Funds from Whisper Valley/Indian Hills PID may be used to fund roadways outside of, but of benefit to, the developments.  These most likely would be FM 973, the proposed “Wildhorse Connector”, and Taylor Lane. 

2. Whisper Valley’s and Indian Hills’s normal deposit to pay for pro-rata share of roadway improvements (such as turning lanes, traffic signals, etc.) may be used instead toward regional roadway improvements (such as those in #1 above). 

3. Prior to the issuance of each set of PID bonds, the developer will submit a traffic report to both the City of Austin and Travis County about the existing and expected traffic on FM 973 and Taylor Lane.  The City may use traffic conditions (capacity, congestion, safety, etc.) on these roads when determining whether or not to approve issuance of PID bonds, or their amount or timing. 

4. The developer will continue to work cooperatively with the City of Austin, Travis County, and other stakeholders to address the regional transportation needs resulting from development in the SH 130 corridor roughly between FM 969/US 290/Blake Manor Rd./Burleson Manor Rd. and to provide funding for roadway improvements resulting in  good traffic and transportation in this area.  

When Travis County Commissioners Court approved a preliminary plat for Eastwood Subdivision, the developer:
1.   Orally assured the Commissioners Court of his willingness to participate in additional   funding for regional roadway improvements.
2.  Wrote the Commissioners Court committing support for “a regional phasing agreement in which all non-exempt development projects … would contribute into a transportation improvement fund in an agreed amount for the construction of those agreed upon high priority offsite road projects.”
Now, the Wolf Subdivision developer writes to the Commissioners Court saying the developer:
“will participate in a Regional Phasing Agreement that will allow for a joint effort, with other developments within the area to provide traffic mitigation measures for roadways and intersections impacted by the development of the Wolf Subdivision and the other developments within the area.”
All these developments are within the territory of Park Springs Neighborhood Association, and their development will transform our neighborhood.  We are not opposing them but –as we have told you before-- we insist that area-wide regional transportation infrastructure improvements be made along with, not after, residential and commercial building within the projects.

 Park Springs Neighborhood Association respectfully requests Travis County Commissioners Court to adopt a legally binding mechanism to require developers to provide funding for regional roadway improvements outside of their development which contribute to or benefit their development.  We appreciate the fact that many developers in our area of eastern Travis County have expressed their willingness to do so and we believe now is the time for County Commissioners Court to take action to fulfill that potential and require such participation in future developments.
